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FOLLOWING CABLE SENT IMMEDIATE NEW DELHI INFO BOMBAY CALCUTTA 
NOVEMBER 19 REPEATED TO YOU 

QUOTE LIMITED OFFICIAL USE MADRAS 1762 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: SWEL, EAGR, IN 

SUBJECT: CYCLONE DAMAGE IN SOUTH INDIA 
REF: MADRAS 1756, NEW DELHI 1633 (NOTAL) 

BEGIN UNCLASSIFIED 

1 . CYCLONE EXPECTED TO POSSIBLE HIT MADRAS AND NOTHERN TAMIL 
NADU NOVEMBER 18 HAS BYPASSED CITY AND IS NOW (8:30 A.M. LOCAL 
TIME) CENTERED 180 KM. NORTHEAST OF MADRAS OFF THE CENTRAL 
ANDHRA PRADESH COAST. STORM, DESCRIBED BY MADRAS REPORTER AS 
LARGEST HE HAS SEEN IN 25 YEARS, NOW HEADING NORTHEST AND 
EXPECTED TO HIT ANDHRA IN THE AREA AROUND GUNTUR IN THE 
KRIDHNA-GODAVARI DELTA SOMETIME TODAY. PADDY HARVEST IN THAT 
AREA HAS BEEN UNDERWAY FOR SOMETIME; IT IS UNCLEAR AT 

THIS POINT WHAT DAMAGE THE CYCLONE COULD CAUSE. DANGER OF 
FLOODING IN MADRAS CITY AND OUTLYING AREAS APPEARS TO HAVE 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 NEW DE 16433 190742Z 

SUBSIDED AS STORM DID NOT TURN TOWARDS NOTH TAMIL NADU AND 
RAINFALL HAS TOPPED. END UNCLASSIFIED. 

BEGIN LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

2. CARE TAMIL NADU DIRECTOR JAMES LORY TOLD CONGEN OFFICER HIS 
FIELD REPORTS INDICATE ACTUAL DEATH TOLL NOW OVER 2000 (OFFICIAL 
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DEATH TOLL TODAY LISTED AS ABOUT 400). WHEN CARE RESPONDED TO 
STATE GOVERNMENT CALL FOR VOLUNTARY AGENCIES' ASSISTANCE, 
GOVERNMENT ASKED CARE TO RELEASE 1300 TONS OF FOOD IN CARE 
WAREHOUSES IN AREA AFFECTED BY NOVEMBER 12 CYCLONE. OFFICIALS 
TOLD LORY GOVERNMENT WAREHOUSES THERE HAD EXHAUSTED THEIR 
STOCKS AND WOULD REQUIRE A WEEK TO TEN DAYS TO RECEIVE SUPPLIES 
FROM ELSEWHERE. OFFICIALS HAVE ALSO ASKED CARE TO PROVIDE ABOUT 
$700,000 WORTH OF CLOTHING AND BLANKETS, BUT DECISION ON THIS 
REQUEST WILL BE MADE ONLY AFTER LORY MAKES ON THE SPOT 
INVESTIGATION. HE IS PLANNING TO LEAVE FOR STORM AFFECTED 
AREA NOVEMBER 22 RETURNING NOVEMBER 24 AND WILL REPORT TO US 
AS WELL. LORY MET WITH STATE SOCIAL WELFARE MINISTER NOVEMBER 
18 AND IS MEETING WITH CHIEF MINISTER M.G. RAMACHANDRAN TODAY 
TO LEARN WHAT FURTHE ASSISTANCE CARE MIGHT PROVIDE. 

3. AT THIS POINT WE BELIEVE THAT THE PROBLEM FOR THE RELIEF 
EFFORT IS NOT RESOURCES BUT DISTRIBUTION. IN OUR OPINION, 

OUR CUJNENT INDIRECT ASSISTANCE THROUGH CARE AND CATHOLIC 
RELIEF SERVICES IS THE CORRECT APPROACH AND AT THE PRESENT 
TIME THERE APPEARS TO BE NO NEED FOR ANY DIRECT USG INVOLVEMENT. 

END LIMITED OFFICIAL USE MCCASKILL UNQUOTE 
GOHEF.N 
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